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Synthesis 1 NJ

Reflections & New Perspectives On My Own Lifewide Learning
Norman Jackson

The sharing of stories and perspectives has been a wonderful and uplifting experience. Thank you for
sharing your life stories. The learning lives inguiry has helped me develop several new perspectives
on my lifewide learning, and most importantly, enabled me to connect more explcitly my ideas on
lifewide lzarning and learning ecologies.

Experientiol Domains

| developed my concept of experiential domains several years ago, but this was the first time that |
had collzaborated with a group of people to share experiences involving learning and the demains in
which we learn. it was interesting to see the variety of ways in which domains were represented. |
visualise my domains as the environments and contexts in which | have particular experiences.

By domain | mean a recegnisable part of my life in which | spend time doing particular things, with particulaor
people, often in particuiar places, wsing particuiar tools and aother objects. Through these expernences ! leam,
develop and achieve in ways that are consistent with who | am and my past history of experiences in thot
domain. | think my domains reflect key identities | hold within me for example — husbond, fother, grondfother
{san, brother, uncle], friend; scholor/educatorwriter-publisher and octivist; musicion/band member. I've hod
these identities for o long time and they are the important ways | create meaning in my life. Each af my
domains are sites for imeginotion and creativity that are applied in ways that make sense in that domain.

Figure 1 My experiential domains map (Week 1)

What was new about the way |
configured my demains for the
learning lives project was the way
the activities in my domains
reflected the pandemic and the
changes in the behaviowrs of
myself and my family. There was

“"I::,Hm hﬂ'!'"rﬂ:x::. much greater overlap of all the

domains and a feeling that my
physical social world has shrunk in
the last 12 menths. At the same

time my involvement in the virtual
world has grown and pervades all of

my domains im a2 way it would not have done 18 months ago.

As the discussion about domains progressed | rezlised that there is a fuzziness in my own concept of
domzin in the sense that a domain more or less contains the activities, purposes, tools and other
resources but experiencing the things that are associated with the domain is not limited to a
particular physical environment, place or space. While | can be physically present in a particular
environment e.g. my garden, | can be cognitively and emotionally engaged with a problem or
situation | am grappling with at work. | realised that my concept of domain must be fuzzy encugh to
permit a fluid concept of presence that travels with the person wherever they go.

Im & similar way | saw more clearly how technology enables me to extend my experiential domain
beyond a particular physical environment. For example, my work-space is within my home itis a
distinct physical space within which work is undertaken. Although | may invelve my family from time



to time the people | do my work with are not my family. They are the people | interact with via the
intermet and they can be located anywhere in the world. For example | am currently very active in
the Linked In Learning Lives space | am connecting to and interacting with the 40 people in this
group even though | am sitting at my desk at home in Surrey.

| became fascinated by the way other
participamts conceptualised their domains
quite differently to my own. The idea of
including the domain of self was particularly
thought provoking as it was different to the
way | was conceptualising my doemains. | had
argued that self- must be part of every
environment-based domain therefore self is
everywhere and we are, in both a physical
and mental sense a part of the environment.
This is an enactivist view of learning which

DOMAIN = phpsical, social, Wil snsvsemo hat
s co-creale aned nlscact wih aher angages n
ooperonces: thal rmolve sur presence n B doran

sees people as being situated in particular envirenments doing particular things through which they
interact with their environment and learning is a consequence of their interactions. But alongside
this sits the idea of a self-aware, self-motivating, self-regulating person with particular beliefs, values
and identities, maintaining, developing, and recreating different aspects of themselves, through
their engagements with the world around them as they seek to fulfil their purposes and achiewve
their potentialities. The person (self/ves) is able to relate to and weave together particular
experiences, thoughts and feelings to create a life with meaning. In this sense the self is able to
physically inhabit an environmental domain while be mentally present in the ideas, problems,

This is a significant change in my
understanding and one that | can easily make
as it connects explicitly to my model of a
learning ecology in which self-interacts with
the world around them |Figure 3).

Figure 3 My concept of a learning ecology
{ecology of practise within which learning is
embedded). 1-7 are key components of the
envirenment/my perceptions of envircnment.

opportunities and emotions of
another domain. | tried to represent
this idea by adding the domain of self
to my domain map. In deing this |
recognised that everything else that
was niot self was beyond self (Figure
2).

Figure 2 {left) My experiential domain
map Week 4 with the addition of self
as a cognitive-psychological domain
and the recognition that everything
else on my map was beyond self
because it included others.
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Im this way the ecologies | create to achieve something and learn how to achisve or perform
something are embedded in the experiential {environmental) domains of my life shown
schematically in Figure 4. This was implicit in the way | had represented these ideas before but here |

am making the relationship betwesen experiential domains and ecologies for practice and learning
explicit.

Figure 4 The ecologies | create to do or achieve something within which my learning is embedded
mapped onto each of the domains in which | have my everyday experiences.
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Vignettes of experiences involving learning

Ower the past eight weeks | have produced 12 vignettes which described experiences in different
parts of my life through which learning emerged. While these were all products of my work domain
in the context of this inquiry, | chose situations that were significant or meaningful acress all the
experiential domains of my life, that cocurred within 2 or3 days of writing. Some of these events
were only of temporary significance reflecting the idea that learning is often a just in time or just for
the moment phenomenon. But other learning situations have been sustained. For example in
vignette #8 | described a struggle with a friend to use some technology so that we could play our
guitars tegether across the intermet. Since solving the problem we have been playing 2 or 3 times a
week together and | have improved my playing. 5 in this case learning is of enduring significance.

In Figure 5 | show that all my domains are reflected in my recorded experiences of learning. Clearly
self-is imvolved in all the situations but some of the situations are significantly about the
maintenance and development of self and identity e.g. #2, #10 and #11, #12



Figure 5 Map showing how the vignettes | produced between Jan 10™ and Feb 28™ describing
learning emerging in and from my life are related to my four experiential domains and the
psychological domain of my self.

10 Belonging to ¥ 11 Using our senses and other Reprasantation of a work precess # 7 “Learning in
Place 17/02/21 things to create seif 25/02/21 planning/ facilitating social learning’ 19/01/21

12 Learning and
Less 28/02/21

A4 “‘What Counts as
Learning?' 15/01/21

11 “Learning to schisve
something at work' 12/01/21

A5 We learn tha same things

#9 ‘Fuxing the boiler' over and over mgain 16/01/21

11/02/21

13fo1/21

£B Ancther messy struggle
with technology 05/02/21

14/03/23

How learning emerges from our everyday experiences

An important focus for this self-study was the way in which learning emerges through everyday
situations. The insight | gained from the inquiry is the emergence of learning from an experience is
presaged by the emergence of motivation for example through a need or an opportunity that had
not been noticed before, and the recognition of affordance in the context and situation (even ifitis
only the vaguest of affordances). Learning is usually a consequence of deliberate actions that were
motivated by the perception of need or recognition of opportunity. Expressed another way we
realise that there is an affordance in the situation for learning and we are willingness to use the
affordance to act and, in the process, learn.

| will add to these ideas as | get deeper into introspection.

Draft 1 01/03/21



Synthesis 2 DR

Vignette 4 March 2 2021

This has been an enjoyable way to reflect on my current lifewide learning practice; it has prompted
further reading and study which | am sure | would otherwise not have done right now. 5o the
structure and committment did help me allocate thinking and processing time as well as space to
read a selection of the vignettes of my fellow travellers (1 haven't trid to read all 130 vignettes).

| have revisited my initial attempt to classify the domains | relate to which are based on the 4
sustainability pillars and the 5DGs. For me this is still a really helpful way to analyse my lifewide
learning. | see IT, social media etc as tools rather than domains. They facilitate the activities whether
that is Te Reo Maori classes during lockdowns, chats with friends, and project team meetings.

Social domain:

Whao: Friends; Activities: Gy and
swim, walking, book club, shared
meals, cinema, local drama
productions. Tools and resources:
memberships, time, health and well
being.

Economic domain:

Who: Auckland Council, Tamaki
Regeneration Co. Activities: Paid work, Day
to day shopping, getting to places, cinema,
eating out, online transacting,. Maintaining
professional competence: RTPI NZPI. Tools
and Resources: Zooming, Microsoft
teaming, transport, 5.

Cultural domain:
Environment domain:
Whao: Fellow students and teachers,
Activities: Te Reo Maori classes, learning, Who: Self, Activities: Gardening,
listening, reading, participating, thinking, recycling, bokashing, walking, training,
interacting, celebrating, allying. Tools and watersaving, responding to planning /
Resources: Time, committment, access to resource consent applications, ethical
IT, ZOOM during lockdown, transport for shopping. Tools and Resources:
face to face classes. Equipment, knowhow, information,
networks

| have added notes on the social and also added tools and resources as a subheading.
Reflection

What has struck me though is that these vignettes and the process of emergent learning has drawn
attention to the importance of consciousness ie being alive to the learning which is taking place and
doing something with it.



Synthesis 3, JW

Moving tentatively towards a synthesis

Since the beginning of this project, excluding the posts | have made to synthesise vignettes and
domain maps, | have launched 12 conversations, two with video stimuli, the rest through text
accompanied by image(s). The number of responses received to these have ranged from 2 to
16. In my own responses to other people’s posts, | have added further vignettes and have tried
to encourage participants through questions and comments. So what have | learnad? My
reflections are ongoing, but here are some preliminary responses.

First, some general impressions on conceptual aspects:
* Technology as a domain or tool?

My initial domains map placed technology at the centre of my life, whereas other participants
see technology as a tool rather than a domain.

* Blurring of domains through mind space

| did, however, acknowledga that each of my domains is highly interrelated with the others, so
difficult to disentangle. A possible solution to this emerged when we began to consider mind
space, and the ability to be physically in one domain e.g. work, whilst focused on another e.g.
family.

s (Openness to learning

My belief that lifewide learning requires openness to affordances was confirmed by many of
the exchanges which show how an ‘ordinary’ event can trigger new insights.

* |mpact of the pandemic

I had anticipated that this would be mentioned, but not to the extent that it was. It has had a
negative impact on personal interaction, despite the availability of communication media,
reminding us of the social character of humans.

*  Universality

Participants are dispersed around the globe, and vary in ethnicity and age, yet there are
commanalities in our experiences and responses to learning.

Domain maps

As | began to compile the domain maps, | was simultansously looking for any emergent
patterns in the way domains were represented. It seemed to me that there was a spectrum of
conceptualisation ranging from the purely visual through to the purely narrative, with the
majority falling somewhere between the two. Figure 1 is my interpretation of these, the figures



representing the domain map reference numbers. The collated domains maps will be available
for participants on the knowledge web page, to which you will all have access soon.

Figure 1

LIFEWIDE LEARNING DOMAINS MAPS
Forms of presentation

58,
18, 22,

26, 27

ARG TEXT

Iy own domain map

HARRATIVE

In my map, | tried to encompass the dimension of time, showing how my current lifewide
learning opportunities have been greatly reduced by the pandemic. | also wanted to convey
how difficult it is for me to separate them e.g. work and lzisure interests are mostly
synonymous. | varied the size of each domain outline according to what | perceived to be its

relative importance to me. | suggestad
that technology was central to all my
activities so situated it accordingly in my
map. Here is a reminder of my domains
map, without the explanatory narrative
that accompanied it.

Would | make any changes to it, following
this project? | had tested its accuracy in
one of my vignettes, where | analysed a
‘typical’ day, and found it did indead
revolve around technology, but was that a
general tendency?
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Figure 2, My domain map



| decided to look at my vignettes through the images | had used to illustrate them. Figure 3 is
the result.

Figure 3, Reviewing my vignettes through their images

I let PowerPoint arrange the images, which | had sized equally in order to be as objective as
possible. What does Figure 3 tell me? First, that technology appears explicitly only once.
Elsewhere, it has been the tool by which | effected the artefacts. To my surprise, people,
relationships, dominate, essentially family past and present but extending to existential issues.
The buildings and other outdoor images illustrate my learning through observation but indicate
that 1 am more interested in my environment than | had perhaps thought. In short, my original
map remains partly valid, but the significance of each domain neads re-evaluating. The project
has brought me greater personal insight.

Process issues

In addition to the subject matter of this discussion, | have been fascinated by what | have learnt
about the process of collective learning via Linkedin. Some of the most striking points have

been:

How quickly the group became confident with each other (because it is closed?)

The generosity of participants in sharing their stories and the time and deep thought
spent on producing these vignettes

The obvious enjoyment participation was bringing everyone (would it be as greater
were we not in lock-down?)

The empathy expressed towards participants — each post was responded to and/or
‘liked’

10



* The way in which one vignette sparked conversations which contained new vignettes
which took up and then forward the ideas of the original vignette

In light of the last point, | have begun to analyse the interactions using my own evolving model.
I will say more about this in our final meeting, but figure 4 gives you a foretaste. This
deconstructs one conversation, launched by V1. Two respondents (R1 and R2) each engaged in
separate conversations, which developed the themes (colour-coded to aid tracking) and then
added new dimensions. This is a simple conversation, but | shall compare it with more complex
ones later.

Figure 4, Deconstructing conversations
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Conclusion

There is no conclusion: my reflection and analysis are ongoing and in their early stages, but|
hope this very subjective synthesis sparks some further ideas. Thank you all for your wonderful
stories and company over the last few weeks.

w
03.03.2021

11



Synthesis 4, VW
Vignetta 5: starting to synthesise

| found myself looking back at my domains map as a way to get in to this piece of writing- kind of
checking in with myself to see where |'d started and then skimmed my vignettes to see more clearly
what | thought I'd mapped. | could see things there that run through all my vignettes in one way or
another: walking, love of learning, mentoring, writing, close relationships, wanting space, wanting
space to play being just some of those.

| am struck by a few realisations as | write this: the first being the extent to which ['ve referred to
home and garden and hobbies with only a few glimpses of my work domain when actually, for me,
everything does still connect back to that [to work). | am back where | started very early on ina reply
| posted (to Norman) that saw no or little distinction between what | was doing (a futurelearn course
through the Open University on Starting to write fiction; Vignette 1) and the formal title of
Continuous Professional Development. | still absolutely feel that now — I've referred to that course,
to teaching myself crochet again, to developing my writing, to researching online {informal and
formal purposes) and | have to say that | think | draw on every one of these experiences in some way
in my work. | think it helps me empathize with my students when they struggle to write/
communicate an idea in the way they want to. | developed a module a few years ago in which
creative artefacts are part of the assessment because I'm a firm believer in the power of metaphor [/
creative stimuli to enable deeper critical thinking. | am back to “play” again which is how it might feel
to create the artefact but the points that are made (in presentations based on the artefact) are
always serious (even when they make us laugh deliberately and perhaps especially then) and
incredibly important.

And then a second realisation: over to an early reply to me about how my domains map had
resonated for them (Ellen) and the shared understanding that walking familiar routes still saw
change/ newness. ['ve been reading Lefebvre recently (based on recommendations from an excited
colleague of mine) and Bachelard (another excited colleague waving the book at me, saying you'd
love this and trying to post it through the screen) — so ‘space” and “place’ have become wrapped up
in ‘rhythmanalysis’ that retumns us to a sense that everything is on its own time (we see the garden
as a still place, we can't literally see the plants growing — we see their growth).

And connected to this sense of same (could appear to be “still’ but isn't) and new (and growing):
Today a former colleague of mine listened to me and told me | was feeling ‘pot bound’ —which really
made me smile as incredibly apt (not just because I'd taken pity at the weekend on a poor pot bound
rose). She knows I'm a devil for saying pick me for that (to which in her former role, she'd say yes but
what are you going to take away from your timetable to do it?). | have found lockdown much more
restrictive in my work role (very managerial and administrative during this time), this despite also
seeing moments of accelerated learning (teaching online, holding meetings online, currently on a
course called Learning to Tutor Online).

Reflection

I'm absolutely in tune with lifewide as well as lifelong learning and in fact | think I'm pricritising
lifewide. | see connections across all of my activities and very definitely connecting back to work. |
am also recognising that | really do need space and place, however we define those, to stretch out.
Wy family teases me by suggesting that as I'm a Capricorn, | act like 2 mountain goat and if | don't
see a mountain to climb then | will go in search of one. They are probably right but then I'm locking
across at other vignettes and thinking it's not just me, actually we're all crossing lands and seas and
finding new mountains!

12



Synthesis 5, CN

VS On the way to Ithaka
By Chrissi Neramtzi

Domain: life

Iy life so far has been a journey through three countries. | was born in Germany which | left when |
was 12 to go and live in Greece. For the last 21 years | have been living in the UK. Always on the
move, always a person from elsewhere. | have often felt the outsider to frame it mildly, the girl with
the dark eyes, a strange accent, and crazy ideas...

MMy parents’ journey is no different. But much more dramatic and traumatic. They had to flee their
homeland Greece during the civil war when they were children. | haven't experienced war. Just the
pamndemic.

Our journeys remind me of Odysseys, the king of Ithaca and how every Greek cammies an Odysseys
within them. We want to go back to Ithaka, my parents did. | dont know where my lthaka is. Maybe
it is mobile as my non-domain map 2020 reveals. Norman asked me how my map would like before
the pandemic... This made me think. | suspect the focus would be different. The world would
perhaps be more central on the map. Mow it just sits there at the edge.

Beyond big country moves, and often feeling nostalgia for the place | lived before the move and then
feeling disappointed when going back as it was never the same... | have always enjoyed visiting
places for a short while. For pleasure and work. As my fear of plane travel has increased over the
years we have been mainly travelling within Europe. | am not good in planes and even 3.30 hours to
Greece feel like eternity when we are up there. When | travelled to South Africa | was terrified!

Many of us here in this space have mentionad how much we miss travelling. | definitely miss it. |
miss visiting new places. The excitement of being lost and discover new surroundings and cultures.
Spezaking with the locals even if you don't speak the language, tasting food, looking at the buildings,
art and craft. But also the supermarkets and markets. We can and do this locally as well and start
seging things that we didn't notice before. Many have talked about such moment during this inguiry.

During the pandemic | have explored such places nearby and even discovered a really lovely place
for a warm summer day where | went with a colleague in Glossop. It wasn't the Med but we dipped
out feet into the ice cold water and it was so refreshing and fun. | have to admit that most days, | do
stay in the house and walk to my Wunderkammer, just a few steps from the house over the lawn, a
place where among others | do work_. A very short commute. | used to walk over 6 km a day, every
day... now just a few steps. This is not good! And | need to find the determination and the will to do
something about it. A colleague encouraged me recently to start running together. We will see.

Our last pre-Christmias surprise trip (a family tradition introduced by Adam probably over 10 years
ago and we love it as we have no idea where we will be travelling until we get to the airport!) was to
Switzerland and that summer | went with the boys to Corfu and then we all went to Hertfordshire
and Pembrokeshire. | have documented these journeys and many others via Instagram for some
years now and often look back and remember some of our very special moments through our shared
lives.

13



Proud Mummy, there will be many more vsifs
| to Cambridge... Taking Nassi back after Easter
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Exploring the Dark Peak

Summer time, girls having fun in the water '

Corfu, the \)i;w .f;om thé un}v.érsuity.buil-t.iing
where | did my undergraduate degree, | tocok
the boys there in 2019
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So uch fun in Milan, an Delft earlier

,

Mesmerising

Our journeys continue

From the above photos it becomes evident that water is important to me and this is what | miss the

most...
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Synthesis 6, ES

Vignette £5 — Reflecting on reflections
Context

MNorman's request - “For this week's vignette we would like to encourage you to reflect on and draw
together what you have learnt about your own lifewide leamning. We hope that you will draw on
your own vignettes and domain map and include insights you have gained from the reflections of
others and the discussion. We encourage you to reflect on your concept of domains and refine it if it
is appropriate.”

Reflecting on the domains

‘When | created my domains, | think | was recognising

MY EXPERIENTIAL that they are distinct areas in which I carry out
LEARNING DOMAINS purposeful activity, and where | recognise that

learning hias the potential to take place.

| created a ‘self” domain, because there are activities |
undertake which are purely for emotional and
physical wellbeing {could perhaps be described as
‘maintenance and development of s2If ?); but |

PARENTHOOD wouldn’t necessarily categorise these as

e ey S e p— hobbies/interests. | am thinking in particular of

i e + Ernlr b 2078 e Pt (218} mindfulness practice, yoga, walking, counselling and
il e i work-based coaching. For me, there are many

ol " W e opportunities to learn from these experiences, so they
= ol i need to feature in my domains somehow — the
ACTIVISM &

1 Usibre by M gl el

challenge is how to do this.

CITIZENSHIP .
Some of these do have a relational aspect (e.g.
counselling and coaching) but the purpose and focus
of the activities is my own emotional growth, not an
A investment into the relationship. For mindfulness and
e yoga, these are usually undertaken entirely
_ independently. | wonder whether religion (for those
HOME & B=-_ . who are religious) or spirituality would also be the
GARDEN - - kinds of activities and areas of learning that | see fit
e § R TY into a "self domain? These things are more than
bbb (R il e | o et e et Wwided
B v e Wy + Bhmic ‘hobbies’, and become more closely connected to our
Immr."'hm « hiwsn & Podcaatn . . .
= ISR Lo [N SO e Pty p——— sense of identities — but are often areas of rich

wiragghng b rroncn o e wel

practeuite of puwnting chgn e CEE - e lzarning.
[rUm———

4 kA - ooy werl mprg ey i

SELF Reflecting on it now, | feel there is much more to

[HEALTH / ERGTION / WELLBESSGS / IBEMTITY] explore around ‘purposeful activity’ and the ‘benefits
of learning’, and how this features in my creation of
domains. | felt that activities relating to ‘self” were
sgeparate because the purposs was purely developing
“gelf” (being rather than doing) — and motivated by
my own development for its own sake — not in
conjunction with others.
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To expand - in all other domains (apart from hobbies), my learning/development is intrinsically
connected with others, and the benefit of me learning/developing is shared (if | gain employability
skills, my employer and colleagues benefit; if | am a better parent, my kids benefit... etc). Though
ultimately the same is true from the ‘self domain (everyone in my life will benefit if | am mentally
well and not stressed or struggling), the purpose (and therefore the motivation) feels different.

The other domain that causes me a little uncertainty is the home domain. Home feels different from
the other domains because it is the only one which is a physical space — and there are of course lots
of purposeful activities which take place here. But "home” perhaps feels too broad as a domain, and
some activities | might categorise in the home domain don't feel like they fully fit (for example: this
week | had to re-do my car insurance... it doesn’t neatly fit into any other domain, and cars aren’t a
passion or a hobby — but does this fit with “home” for me? Where else would it go?1).

| tried to unpick the home domsain a bit more, and so0 far have:

*  Maintenance of a home itself - decorating or re-developing; maintenance tasks (chimney
sweep, boiler service, gutter clearing, lawn-mowing, etc.);

+= Maintenance of a household {the people within the home) - planning meals, shopping,
cooking, washing, managing shift patterns and finding routine; banking and finances;
planning for the future (wills and funeral planning)

#* Personal maintenance, within the home - showering; choosing clothing and maintaining a
wardrobe

Gardening could potentially be classed as a hobby - for some people cooking also could [though not
for mel). As | was reflecting on this | was interested to not the extent to which some of the activities
above are informed by values from other domains (e.g. minimalist wardrobe and limited clothes
shopping informed by sustainability principles — linked to the activist domain). Lots of others in this
study have talked about this blurring of domain boundaries.

| picked up on Norman's idea of the domains also interlinking or mapping to distinct identities or
‘roles” we play in society, and still, home caused me problems....

Domain Identity / role

lob/career Professional

Parenthood Mother

Relationships Partner, Friend, Daughter, Daughter-in-law,

Aunty, Niece, Neighbour, Collegaue (and
probably more!)

Activism Activist or citizen
Home/Garden il
Self Human

| couldn’t find a label for my identity, as it relates to ‘home’. | don't feel comfortable with “home-
owner” and | don't think this sums up all of the purposeful activities or learming opportunities which
are implicitly being captured by the home domain, and which | have tried to make more explicit
above. | guess | am also thinking of this from a feminist perspective — perhaps | dislike the “home”
domain because of the negative connotations of a woman's “place” being the home?

This led me to another observation. What is interesting to me is that very few of these

domains,/identities overlap with the notions of identities in EDI work, which would be gender
identity, racial identity, sexual identity, disability. Only parenting is a considered both a domain and
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an intersecting “identity” from an equality point of view. Should these things be brought into the
domains somehow, as they significantly impact how we navigate the world around us, and shape
both our identities and our learning experiences?

So | would | perhaps consider adding something to dencte the geographical, cultural and historical
context of “who | am® to my domain map — though I'm not sure how | would do this. For starters |
could include “UK-based, White British, heterosexual, non-religious but raised catholic, parents
second generation Irish, no disability but has experienced anxiety and depression”. What's left?
Class (notoriously tricky to categorise, and we come up against this in EDI work) — would university-
educated and home-owning be sufficient? | would perhaps leave out political inclination (despite a
niggling sense that it is guite important), as I'm not sure | subscribe to the partisan and binarny
aspects of the UK's political processes.

| think some of these reflections were promoted by the fact that | mentioned Catholicism in my
initial domain map... | don't give much thought to religion and am non-practising, but this was part
of my upbringing and educational background, and clearly shaped me to some degres - 5o to my
surprise it felt relevant to indude it here.

Unlike other participants, | didn't try to include a “time” elemeant to my domains (either how much
time | spend in each domain, or how domains have changed over time). For me, | think this goes
back to the boundaries being blurry — it felt unguantifiable, so | didn’t try to impose this.

Reflecting on creating vignettes

| have created 4 vigneties so far. | think initially, after creating my domain map, | had a loose idea
that | would create a vignette for each of the different domain areas (already | am trying to impose
some degree of planning onto this learning, rather than it being fully emergent through the process
—that's interesting!)

My vigneties were:

®  Salf —'Why am | participating in this inguiry?

# Parenting — | am sad because | can’t swim

=  Work, Activism — How do you recruit a new VC?
= Work — Storing and retrieving

As | come to write this, | am reflecting on whether the leamning experiences were actually new
learning experiences, or whether | was using a particular incident from a particular domain as a
jumping off point to explore thoughts that | was already carrying (taking the abstract and making it
contextual). Perhaps this project has given me the opportunity and incentive to “do the work”™ of
untangling and communicating some of my pre-existing thoughts, as well as providing a community
to share and test them with?

Most of my vignettes had an “emotional learning” element — and that's certainly what feels most
important to me right now. How can we survive (and perhaps even thrive) through this really
challenging time, and navigate the many differences between us and others? Emotional learning is
surely key. | did create two vignettes that | didn't end up sharing... one because | drove a short
distance to go for a walk, and then realised this wasn't strictly within lockdown rules. I'm confessing
here because | think it demonstrates the level of anxiety and uncertainty we are all dezling with on a
daily basis, even when it comes down to the very minor and mundane (the phrase “mental (and
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emotional) gymnastics™ comes to mind). And one vignette | chose not to share because | felt it was
too emotionally heavy, and perhaps didn"t show me in the best light. For my fourth vignette | very
deliberately chose something that was less emotional and more directly related to learning (as a
general experience) and not so specifically related to learning about my own life or emotional
landscape.

Reflecting on reading and responding to vignettes
This was the really surprising element for me - | found such joy from this part of the process!

There was something very special about reading, digesting, reflecting and responding to the work of
others. It was a reflective process in itself - after reading each piece, | had to stop and question
“Which bits resonate for me? Which bits challenge me, and why? What am | responding to in this
piece of writing?”. One particular word kept repeating in describing the vignette’s — “rich” —and it
was genuinely quite amazing to see how much could be captured in just a page or two of writing.
Mast vignettes had multiple ideas/threads that | felt | could have responded to, and often it was the
comments and conversations that cemented “leamning” from a vignette.

One thing | really noted was the difference in responding to these pieces than responding to the
work of my leamers in other contexts (work domain). There, | feel like | am responding to the piece
of work. Here, | felt like | was respanding to the person. The writing was the medium through with in
this person was exprassing themsalves —and my task wasn't to provide feedback/critigue on the
written piece, but to respond to the person’s thoughts and learning. Perhaps this is part of the
reason why such a culture of generosity and kindness has been fostered in the group?

This made me think of social media, and the way in which conversations happen there (and for
context, | came off social media entirely at the start of the pandemic). Too often, people approach a
dialogue with pre-formed opinions, and everything is driven by the point which is at stake (the
argument}, and not too concerned with the person behind it. By contrast, here we were coming
together without any arguments or pre-defined points to make — just a willingness to learn (from our
own experiences and from each other). This feels very transformative.

Through the project, | felt a genuine empathy and connection with others - but it was liberated from
any sense of ‘duty’ towards them (beyond the rules of engagement for the study and treating each
other with compassion), or any need to build lasting relationships (for me, this makes these
connections different to relationships and experiences of connection in other domains —for instance
even though | love my parents, partner, children, friends etc. — sometimes | feel the tug of duty
towards them which clashes with my own needs, and complicates the relationship). | have found
something similar in mindfulness classes, which also feature sharing experiences and emotions —
participants forming deep and genuine connections, which all the same may not last beyond the
course.

However, although | wouldn't describe it as "duty”, | did have a sense that | needed to honour the
process, and respect the time and emotional energy put in by others by responding to every
vignette. And obviously, this was really challenging! As a result | would probably have preferred a
smaller project group — but | can also see the value in the bigger and more diverse cohort. For every
single vignette | read, | thought “1 am really glad | read that”.... 5o perhaps there was a ‘fear of
miissing out” on some crucial insight or piece of learning at play for me tool
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Additional thoughts and reflections

Just as a few final thoughts: | was making some notes on the experience as | went aleng, and | share
the ones | couldnt fit neatly into the nammative above here....

* [T was very empowering to feel that your small reflections {and everyday learning) is
meaningful and powerful, and that others can take something from it. In turn, this made me
miore confident in my writing skills.

*+ | loved the freedom of the writing process — writing without many boundaries, and writing
that was purposeful, but for a fimited purpose (so it didn't need to be perfect).

*  There was a negative side — participating in this study “switched my brain on” too much! At
times | would find myself writing a vignette in my head rather than being in the moment, or
thinking about leaming experiences when | should have been sleeping. But generally | think
getting into the habit of writing, and unpicking some of my thoughts and feelings in this way
will be very positive (if it sticks!).

+ | wondered whether this process has been done with students, to get them to appreciate
the power of reflection. | would love to try that — but | can also see that there are potential
issues when it is not a peer-to-peer group. How do you handle it when people may share
things that seem concerning, like mental health issues arising? This made me ponder the
professional boundaries we draw up to protect ourselves and others - “therapy” as distinct
from learning, coaching, careers counszlling etc. We protect ourselves through the
qualifications, regulations, guidelines and processes - but there is also another perspective
that really it's just all abouwt being human, and connecting and supporting each other as
humans in our lifewide and lifelong journeys.
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Synthesis 7,

-

-

Vignette: #5
Domain: Work / Lifewide / Cross-domain
Date: 5 March 2021

Leaming and developing - Smilar but dirrerent :

Narrative:

Over the last weeks, prompted by our project amongst others (1), |
have been reflecting much more on my work, what | take out of it,
what | give and what it teaches me about the field of family business
consulting and myself.

I love the area that I'm in, which is to do with advising families on
complex dynamics in an attempt to help them move forward and
hopefully keep the business in the family and pass it over to their
next generations.

Last week | had a family (virtual) meeting to discuss a particular
family’s attitude towards their shared purpose, to help us all
understand whether there is enough “glue” to keep the family in
business for the future or whether they should consider their options
and maybe even part ways (selling, brining in external management,
etc.) — | know it's sad but it sometimes happens.

These are usually quite tricky conversations because there are
always divergent opinions but not always open communication until
an external adviser comes is to help the family articulate their
thoughts and feelings in a safe space

During the virtual meeting (which by the way, most family members
strongly dislike as they prefer human contact), | noticed for the first
time one of the daughters (and CFO in the business) tuming her
camera off and being much more vocal about her views than in the
past.

Eureka! | said to myself. Could this be the one good thing coming
out the tech avalanche that has claimed global lives? (of course,
except the efficiencies and many others). Could this be a way in
which an introvert feel more comfortable as they would otherwise in
a meeting with all their overpowering siblings around? And is this
something she decided on the spot or developed recently?

Reflections:

| thought about how every day | learn new things at work,
| discover new methods and means for engaging with my
clients and how me and work is like a ++symbiosis. And
then | started to wonder about the boundaries between
learning and developing in the context of work, but also
outside — what have we learned through each domain of
our life and what have we developed?

| appreciate that learning is the acquisition on knowledge,
skills and likely attitudes, whereas developing is the
broadening of all of these. But where is the limit? When
does one stop and another start? If | am empathetic with
my client's daughter, how do | become better at it? Have
| always been like this? Did | learn it? And if | do, how do
| know that | am better? Bottom line, can you develop
empathy?

And then there's the resilience over the last year or so.
This very particular skill - have we learned it since we
didn’t have it before (possibly) or have we developed it?
Was it latent in some comer of our beings only to be
awaken by multiple lockdowns and an acute lack of
human contact, or is it nothing but a flower growing out of
a stone?

Whichever it is, | have most certainly learned over the
course of this project to challenge myself, whilst
developing my patience, sense of curiosity and domestic
adventure. | have also leamned that may other participants
in different cormers of the world have experienced similar
situations to mine and reacted similarly, or was it
responded? Interesting one. A debate for another time...
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Synthesis 8, CN

V6 Final thoughts and meraki
By Chrissi Nerantzi

Throughout this project, | have found it fascinating to read many of the vignettes by others and
enjoyed commenting on some of them. Thank you to those who read some of my contributions and
left a message. You made me think 3 little bit deeper and also take my thoughts into different
directions. Thank you.

| have struggled compartmentalising my learning into domains, from the very beginning. | see
learning as something that is more fluid and dynamic but also interconnected. The boxes did not
help me. | actually attempted using the template but it didn’t work. So my domain, singular, was just
life. Should it be lifewide? The illustration | made to communicate my domain with the group is still
accurate despite the fact | made it in a few minutes without, | thought, much thought... But looking
back, a lot of thought did seem to go into it.

Separating the narrative from the reflection was another challenge for me and trying to use the
suggested format. | started with it but progressively drifted away from it. It perhaps all goes back to
following or not being able to follow recipes in cooking and in life perhaps? | used the guidance for

inspiration, a possibility, or multiple possibilities even. Regularly writing, in this case on a weekly
basis, required discipline and commitment. | wrote over 5000 words across the vignettes and other
bits and bobs | put together for this inquiry and shared. While this seems a lot and the quality of my
writing may be poor, definitely unpolished and raw, but alsc may sound incoherent to others, thers
was value of doing this writing came back to me. | hope some of it was useful in a tiny way for
others. | certainly saw elements of myself in other contributions. Things | didn’t include, things |
didn’t dare to say or share.
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NURTURET NATURE

Participating in this project reminded me of the importance and usefulness of good habits, regularnty
and practising. When we regularly engage in an activity, we can become better at it when we reflect
on the experience and making informed changes. Then habits can be something really positive. We
say practise, practise, practise. Don't we? When we put care and love into it, it turns into a craft

also? We have a spedial word in Greek for it <meraki> or pepakr. Look it up if you would like to find
out more about it

Before Christmas, | almost filled a whole
notebook with doodles as | had a mammoth
task ahead of me, to illustrate a picture book. If
| haven't done this, | would have falt cold. Such
warm-ups are important | feel. | suspect in any

0 area of human activity. | didn't want to let the
E, (X organisers down, | didn't want to let myself
down and kept going. The process was

somehow therapeutic, | feel. What | enjoyed the
miost was decorating my vignettes. Sprinkling
visuals ower the text and | can see that many
others have done the same. | would love to find
out how others felt about this and if it was a vital part of the process to put together the vignettes. |

could loose myself for howrs in selecting images and | could have created new drawings for each
vignette. The process brought back valuable memories that kept me company during these last
weeks and filled me with positive thoughts. Reading, writing and commenting but alse living with my
lowed ones helped me foous on what really matters in life.
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Love is an important ingredient of life. The oxygen of life? Love for the other. it means trust, respect,
care and warmth. Love helps us to soothe our pain, iron-out misunderstandings, suspend judgement
and share our dreams and joy. Without love we are nothing.

| wish | had made more time to read and comment on more contributions. Unfortunately, | didn't.
However, | have to admit that | was looking forward to the weekends to read some of the latest
vignettes. Some from individuals | know, some from individuals | met for the first time in this inquiry.
They fascinated me equally.

Thank you Rob, Jenny and Norman and all for the opportunity to participate in this inquiry. It has
been enlightening and helped me focus on what really matters and see even more clearly how
similar and how different we all are and appreciate each other more.

“Love is all we have, the only way that each can help the other.” Euripides

VY

15 EVERYWRERE
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Synthesis 9, DOK

Vignette finale : “Rounding up”

MNarrative :

It brought great delight to discover the announcement that Linkedin had been chosen to host a lifewide
learning group (especially since | have a personal preference of avolding facebook if possible). This
would be an opportunity that | have been searching to gain doser access to a network of thinkers who
are interested in the creative processes of learning. | have always loved the ingenuity of technology and
seem to have been often close to befuddlement by people’s readiness to embrace it despite when there
are appallingly obvious concerns related Lo control over one’s own agency. This is why | am greatful that
in this moderated community of group discussion, centered about published contributions, care was laken
to ensure a sense of inclusiveness and it appears that great attention was made to ensure the
confidence and harmony of the network.

I suspected that by personal constraints, the degree to which | could match others' contributions would be
hamperad but | knew that taking a first step would be of critical importance. Norman graciously accepled
my entry to the group and so | got to witness how well the work done here is guided and encouraged.
While | felt my domains map, by my own actions, to have been a very approximate exercise, due to
concurrent engagements | knew that this would have bo serve me as a pragmatic guide in the following
weeks, Indeed | had already isolated notions within this map that would feed stories and reflections in the
weeks that would come. However, | had underestimated the importance | would subsequently altribute to
the interactions with the other group members. | found my center of focus being drawn towards the
vignettes, discussions and mutual encouragement of others rather than towards my personal lifewide
learning experience. My recent experience in operating a smartphone-to-printer terminal at a shopping
center might otherwise be of wse In another vignetle and somehow | found my writivg generally was not
up to standards, | noticed a general dissatisfaction and parhaps even a frustration with my own vignaties,
Was it that these past weeks | had been preparing for a new job 7 Was it that we had school holidays
these past weeks and that our normal routines had been a bit out of skew 7 Was il because of
discomfort due to recent physical health issues 7 Was & that | was making excuses for and to myself and
nol availing of opportunities to make a better effort 7

Reflactions :

What | have learmt is thal numerous posts provoked my interest and although [ can have planty to say, |
thought it would be more respectful and practical to restrain a willingness to enter into discussions that
would be passionately interesting yet which could easily go beyond the confines of the mission of this
group. This caused me to introduce a delay in responding Lo some posts and indeed Lo some group
members for far too long before eventually | felt the moment had passed. Otherwise [ feel | could have
enterad into extensive discussion (1 am thinking of posts written by various members like for example
Chris from Zanzibar who raised numerous arable reflections.)

I would like to consider these past weeks as an opaning to new possibilities and | know now that arry
fulure lifewide learning group activities will merit and require greater imvolvement.

Mext Monday | will be forty-five years old (happy international women's day in advance) and the way the
French sea it, | will bacome a senior cltizen! As you may guess, this refers to the professional domain and
although | balieve it to be something of an ageist concapl, | am choosing Lo adopt it in the hope that some
of the inherent wisdom of this group will have rubbed off.

Although | will be absent for the March 15" Microsoft Teams meeting, | am really looking forward to
walching the frull of work done these past weeks, Thank you for having included me thus far.
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Synthesis 10, JR

Final REFLECTION

After 5 weeks of reflection and sharing leaming experiences in different domains, of
people from different places and contexts, it seems exceedingly difficult to put together
all that has been reached, discovered and leamt.

The first reflection is that Domains become blumed and mixed, and other titles seem to
be more appropriate to label them and seem to define better the life wide leaming that
takes place every day.

The =zecond reflection is that we pass through so0 many experences that won't become
leamning experences, just because we didn't pay attention to what surmounded us, or
happened right there in front of us, or even happened to us directly.

Learning is like cooking or kniting: it seems to me that you have a number of ingredients
that may or may not become something creative and significant. Ingredients that are
given in our surmoundings, and that some ay discover and use, and some may overook,
losing the chance to highlight a flavour {or leaming). It would only depend on the “chef
{leamer ), and on the way hefshe may want to combine such ingredients, making
something wonderful and new |, cut of ingredients that may pass unnoticed.

You have a significant number of areas in your life in which you experience growth and
leaming and you may try { day to day life tends to force you to do so ) to keep those
experiences and their derived leaming , in their own compariment; just as in cooking
You start of with a number of ingredients that stand on their own or thrown together .
Just like ingredients put together without the art of mixing and transforming them by
combining them, will not have the flavour and result as when you mix and organize them
together | life alzo needs to be more of a garden or potpourri, so that every experience
comes from a compartment , but it won't rise to its relevance if it's not put together with
the experiences in the other areas.

Another reflection while reading and reflecting on many of the vignettes, is related to
the speed of leaming. It goes fast forward, it slows down, reviewing while slow
motioning the view again. If you go to fast you stop paying attention to leaming
situations.

Another reflection is related to the role of mistakes and the ways to see them or
confront them. As it stands out in some vignettes and as its mentioned as one of the
fitles: Leaming iz a messy process, so it is composed by many mistakes in the process,
which are essential to the leamer and what is going to be learnt.

So he role of the person who promotes leaming (teacher), is a full process of leaming
to help or guide others to learn, helping them make sense of mistakes; not to avoid
them. The role iz on helping to dizcover and noticing the ingredients, but not
necessarily to make someone repeat your recipe.

Creating new blurred intersected boundaries for the different sumoundings
After all the discussion changed my domains or division names, into more inclusive
holistic new terms and not the traditional ones, as we can see in many of the ones the
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group has published. | share here my original design for life wide areas, and also an
attempt to my new domain chart, which may seem messy, but | feel more than messy is
ecological, and multi-related.

ORIGINAL DESIGN
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SHARING, INTERCONNECTING
AREAS, LEARNING FROM OUR
INTERACTIONS AND EXPERIENCES
TOGETHER: LIVING WITHOUT
SEPARATING COMPARTMENTS,

NEW ATTEMPT
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Learning involves attitudes towards SEEING, AWAREMNESS, EMFATHY, NEED:; TIME,
ATTENTION. S50, it needs seeing what sumounds you, or is within you, and being aware.
Perceiving others and being empathic, so thiz makes leaming a connected experience.
As many posted, need is the origin of a large and complex number of leamings; so not
giving everything done and solved, i= a main part of teaching... .need must be an engine
to motivate leaming in others. So making the leamer aware of that need, may be one of
the many roles of a leaming promoter (teacher). Making time to be aware, to see and
engage, will be also crucial, so that no one “passes by" to fast to perceive.

Learning seems to happen within someone’s own discovery about themselves, but even
that discovery would have been triggered by something you experience in reaction with
someone of something; therefore, the role of others (such as this group, that has
promoted 2o much learing as an online sharing experience), seems to be critical. Others
that show the process through which they have leamt, and others to be reflection, or to
contrast one own process.

I like (a=s you =ee) metaphors and words; specially playing with words, o in this reflection
some new words have come to mind, on the attempt of defining the learning process in
life: Mew words in my map: worksonal (meaning how work ihas entangled with perscnal
life); fiendsonal, (how friends and family are diluted and main component of personal
life); leamftitude (attitudes you need to develop and cultivate to be able to leam, and
keep that attitude open and geoing in simple and complex situations).

Hope to keep the process of being aware as we have all been doing the past month.
Thanks to all!
Josefina Ramirez

March 2021
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Synthesis 11, HW

Vignetie #5
Reflection.
-
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Reflection has two moments for me; one when | withdraw and fravel through my
thoughts. | walk through my connections, memeries and learning sorfing them out.
Some ge on the shelf, others are put on plinths, some are locked at through
different lens, some disappear in the meanders of my brain some are catalogued,
but they have all left a footprint or rather a mindprint.

During these past weeks this wonderful community has shared learning journeys
across areas of life exposing their thoughs and themselves. As a misfit, | work with
very young and young children, | felt | was embraced by the community | learnt
that no matter what you do and where you are in life there is a small place where
you will fit.

When | lock at the learning tree that appears every wee kand | reflect on the how
many blossoms there are. | can see how they will polliate thoughts, ideas and
consoderations.

Leaming never stops and it flows as we flow at our pace and at the rhym we give
it. It listens to melodies, it shuts up noises, it indulges in scents, it dances, travels and
paints. It walks through woods and forests it goes on holiday or sits on the balcony
watching people as they busy around around their business. It gets stuch in a
computer, it runs away and sometimes sits on our lap warmimg our cold nights.

Leaning keeps us alive, kicking, creative and possibly happy.

They may forget what you said - but they will never forget how you made them
feel

Car W. Buehner
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Synthesis 12, PH
Vignette 5

Revisiting and rambling about domains

| did my onginal domain map at the start of this project and filed it away. | was going to look
at it reqularly but became far too interested in all the other contnbutions from group
members and the numerous inspirations they delivered. And the incentive | took from them
was to spend much more time in observation, reflection and comparison than | have done in
a long while.

For example, I've just been catching up on other vignettes and read Paul Thomas (v4) on
‘positive ve negative ways of responding to leaming’ and the way that children often ‘smile in
awe of the world'. Several expenances this week have helped me to ‘smile in awe’ and |
think this is a combination of curiousity and awareness of how fortunate | am to live at this
time and in this context.

This week, | have:

- been in a conversation with Australian relatives,

- developed (hopefully) my virtual relationship with 6-month-old grandson (‘| swear he
smiled’),

- dism*.fe]red and used the most important accessibility tools in Fowerpoint (bit clunky
and tacked-on in my opinion),

- done remote teaching and mentoring sessions,

- remotely attended a funeral (and was unimpressed as | have been on previous
occasions by some very unprofessional and insensitive behaviour/organisation by
the funeral company — don't these folk ever leam?),

- attended two ‘masterclasses’ from magicians,

- contrbuted to one Tweetchat, and

- collaborated with colleagues across the UK {and one abroad) on a couple of
impending publications.

And all without leaving the house.

If | had suggested to my younger self that all this was possible with the sort of equipment
most of us now take for granted then he would have accused me of watching too much Star
Trek. And my younger self would not have to be much younger for this account of a busy but
moderately typical week to sound like science fiction. And | am just about to read an
academic analysis of 'Zoom fatigue’ — what better way to end the wesk?

S0 | think | have chosen to ‘smile in awe’ and sometimes burst out laughing at the more
ndiculous consequences of our digital assimilation. The advert in the attached picture below
was on the front page of a catalogue which came through our front door this week. | wonder
if the copywnter had tongue firmly in cheek when he/she wrote “no software”. And if anyone
wolld like to engage further in this nostalgic mist then the copy inside the catalogue is even
more wistful_ (jpg available on request) At the other end of the scale of technological
innovation, | have yet to be convinced that we really need a small robot to clean the
barbecue grill, even if it is solar-charged ...
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Back to this project:
I've now revisited my domain map and edited it a bit — see v2 attached.
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The overall shape has not changed and the only things | wanted to change were a few of the
more specific references. What has come out of this project for me and what | do need to
change are some aspects of my approach to leaming. And that is where the notion of
domains becomes much less useful to me — thanks to Josefina and Chrissi for their
inspirations on this. My attitudes and approaches to learning are rooted in my personality
and personal values/beliefs. These are not domain-specific.

What | have realized is that most of my dissatisfactions with my learming across all the
domains are manifestations of the same underlying tendencies, including:
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- Belief in magic bullets.
If only | bought (and ideally read) one more book or acquired one more gadget, then |

will be able to achieve X.
- Leaving till last-minute.
- Getting distracted.
- Mot planning andfor giving myself enough time.
And so:
- Map 2 is going up on the wall as a reminder.
- Planning will be more focused (and will take place).
- Timescale will be more realistic and less pressunsed.

This will start this coming week. Honest.
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Synthesis 13, PT

Vignette 5 from Vignettes and Domains. Paul Thomas. March &' 2021
Title: Learning About Life-Wide Learning from this project

Domain: All — Friends, Work, Children and Home

Narrative:

Many years ago | adopted the idea of “leamning as a way of life”. Doing this exercise
helped me to realise that life-wide leaming and ‘leaming as a way of life’ for me are
probably the same thing. Or | am choosing to interpret it that way.

That business of “choosing to interpret it that way” reminds me how we all use
language and categories that we think will fit best with the context or are convenient,
even though we don't often think about it purposefully. For example, | used four
domains because | don't have the skill to make my own template so copied an
existing template that happened to have 4 categories. And, like Catherine, Ellen and
others | chose to name the domains as things that right now define my identity, or
are things that | feel | can most easily talk about, or can be maost easily recognised
by people you don't know me, or simply things that came to mind. In my case, Home,
Friends, Work and Children. At first | wrote a different domain name that | changed
into “Work because | thought that my first choice would require too much explaining
and this was not helpful. | suspect that such an opportunistic, unconscious and
culturally-sensitive approach to categorisation is common. Also, to comply with
Morman's request | emphasised leaming relevant to the domain | had chosen to link
the vignette to, but | could have linked it to another domain If | wanted to, or several.

This project gave us all permission to use the word ‘leaming’ in as broad a way as
we like. | enjoyed this because it suits the way | think and it made the exercise
interesting. For example, | really liked Zahra's account of the flower seller who
secretly worked with a man (who came into the shop to help a friend) to get a
present for his wife. | really like Norman's example of making a raft from oil drums as
an example of risk. For me, these bring the concept of leaming down to every-day
human experiences from which we make sense of the world and have fun. For me,
this is a more interesting approach to learning then simply accumulating packets of
knowledge for some extemnal purpose. Both are needed, but we aren't always
allowed to call the everyday things that put a smile on our faces ‘leaming’.

My four vignettes used the concept of leaming’ to describe experiences that helped
me to appreciate my worth, build a relationship, re-leam something | once knew, and
think positively in response to something that | could easily think negatively about.
Some might think this to be an eccentric use of the word ‘leaming’. | quite like it.

The exercises remind me to be as mindful in the present as | can, and appreciate
those little things that make life interesting, and to always be prepared to leam and
change and question orthodoxy and other peoples’ interpretations (and my own) - as
a curious and thoughtful activity, not to diminish or disrespect anyone.
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Synthesis 14, PB

Synthesising My Lifewide Learning

Title: Making Connections

‘Words Connect
Us’

‘Connectingto a
Community of
Learners’

‘Creative
Connections’

‘Human
Connection’

‘Connection to
Place’

Narrative

To be honest, the prospect of synthesising my lifewide learning has felt daunting. However, over this week | have
had many serendipitous moments and conversations that have been my lightbulb moments. You will notice that |
have tried to condense my thinking and simplify my domain map: the word that has emerged is ‘connection’.

Throughout this project | have found myself reflecting endlessly. | have become so aware of my moments of
learning in everyday contexts; at times I've found it difficult to stop reflecting! 1 know that I've had a lot more
learning conversations with my family, especially around the dinner table. In synthesising these lifewide learning
experiences, | realise that the concept of connection is hugely important to me. In fact, | realise that to not be
connected would leave me lost in the world, possibly desperate. If | were disconnected, | could imagine myself
spiralling downwards. This leads me to make connections — to find the threads between my learning domains.
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Reflection and Learning

Human Connection

It is interesting to observe that human connection” is literally the central domain in my map. This should probably
come as no surprise, with members of my family being the obvious humans that | connect with. My wife and | share
similar values, and these values influence the way we raise our two daughters. However, for me the concept of
family spreads further than gene pools and blood relatives. The Maori word for family: whdanaw extends to members
of our community and close friends; | feel that shared values help create bonds. The expression kindred spirit comes
to mind — perhaps | am most receptive to learning when | am close to those who care about the same values. For
me, human connection is all about the people that | learn from, and with.

Connecting to a Community of Learners

Connecting to a community of learners seems closely aligned to human connection. In my vignettes | reference
standing on the shoulders of giants’, by which | mean acknowledging the significant people who have influenced my
learning. With respect to my domain map, | s2e community of learners relating mosthy to those that connect with
me in the field of education, and thus relates to my scholarly practice, identity and areas of work., Throughout the
pandemic | have learned how to harness technology to connect with different communities of learming; in some
ways the connections have been easier to make.

Woaords Connect s

I think that it is obvious from reading my vignettes that | am fascinated by words. | encourage students to select
words for effect — well-chosen words have the potential to create vivid pictures and strong emotional responses.
Words can push or pull the audience away. If learning is a social practice, then dialogic learning requires us to
choose our words carefully to connect and leam deeply with others.

Creative Connections

I often tell pupils that “learning is about making links”. Throughout this unusual year | would imagine that most of us
have been challenged to make creative connections in all areas of our lives. For me, making creative connections is a
hopeful practice, guiding learners to seek possible and positive futures. | think it's fair to say that we are all hoping
for a better tomorrow.

Connection to Place

This week | was fortunate to participate in a Climate Coaching Alliance forum focusing on sustainable futures.
Brendon, the New Zealand facilitator, shared the importance of connection to place: this was one of my
serendipitous moments! As a secondary school teacher, Brendon highlighted that meaningful learning often
occurred when his students connected first with a place that they identified with; a common ground. He described
how he designs curriculum to connect learning to something that is personally relevant, typically a local place in the
community. Brendon stated that a connection to place was particularly important in Maori culture. Brendon’s
thinking was the leaming-link that | needed. | could see that a connection to place provides a sense of identity,
agency and wellbsing.

In summary, the Lifewide Learning project has opened my eyes to the interconnecting domains that guide and

influence my leaming opportunities. When we truly connect — we are energised — and the possibilities to learn are
endless.
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Synthesis 15, DG

V5: Unfolding nature of learning
Domain: All
Narrative:
Ancient
image done
years ago,
yet this is
what this
entire project
brought up
for me - the
unfolding
nature of my
learning. The
connections
between
domains are
strong. I
can't pick
apart one
from the
other.
Learning to
cope with
health issues
without
stress;
learning to
work less
compulsively
on school
work and
recognize I'm good enough; taking time to celebrate life’s moments like our
25% anniversary; working on maintenance issues when the internet and
phone go out; being present for family and friends; walking, cooking,
preparing for a workshop; going to bed early because good sleep matters,
noticing the little things more and fretting less about the big issues since
they are going to work out one way or the other. What this project gave me
was a complete sense of connection in a safe place to show up and reflect. I
am deeply grateful for the opportunity to slow down enough to witness
others on the path and to have the privilege to learn from their shared
wisdom and knowledge. The honesty in these posts deeply touched my
heart. I am reminded how similar we are within our differences; how
learning is available if I'm open to its unfolding.




Synthesis 16, ZB

Vignette 5
Reflecting on reflections

My teacher always emphasizes that when you start new research, before going to bed think
and write about all the things you have been dealing with that day and you may forget later;
Write down any feelings or thoughts that came to your mind in the process of this research
strengthened you, or discouraged you. So over these few weeks, I devoted space to my
writing and wrote down and reflected on the feelings and reflections that came to me in
this group and in participating in 1t and reading the vignettes of others.

Ever since [ started participating in this project, it has been challenging for me to categonze
my learning within domains. and the question has arisen for me: Do I learn in areas other
than research and work? But over a few weeks, I began to write my vignettes in areas that
made me wonder if this is learning? And when I read your comments and vou helped me
connect that with my life. I understocod that yes, this 1s learning.

Also, sometimes when I read other people's vignettes, I had doubts about sending my
vignette. I was a Master's student and some of the participants were nmversity professors
and had more knowledge and experience than me. and [ was a litile hesitant to send my
vignettes. Sometimes [ would take the time to write a vignette, but I would stop sending it.
But after reading some comments and vignettes, I realized that some like me had written
about the simple and everyday issues of life for reflection and leaming, and I was hopeful
to think and reflect on my learning again until next week. I later remembered that this is
me and [ am the one who chooses to be here; [ enjoy challenges and [ love being in these
spaces and making international connections.

Learming durnng these five weeks was sometimes unexpected and very sumple for me. [
find my learning sometimes unexpected, dynamic, and connected to my connections. These
learnings reminded me that learning always happens; from the 7-year-old students I deal
with every day, from the flower man from technology and learning spaces, and from others
comments on my post, and finally from everyday issues that I did not think about before.
It is enough to think and reflect on them. That's when learning emerges.

Thank you, Norman, Jenny, Rob for the opportunity to meet new people and come up with
different ideas. This group and participation in this group helped me to think more deeply
about my learming and the connection between different domamns of my hife.
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Synthesis 17, AS

Vignette 5 My personal feelings towards lifewide learning

Once again, my original vignette has changed at the last moment. | had prepared a
thoughtful piece reflecting on the learning across the domains, but instead | have reversed
back to the subject related to the first vignette that of technology. Access to technology has
been wonderful in many respects. It has helped me communicate with family across the
world; has given me the opportunity to present to academics and museums across the globe
and of course has helped me keep up a pretence of keeping fit by enabling me to join yoga
classes four times week.

Howewer, my delight with the technology ended abrupthy today. 1 am due to give another
presentation next Sunday. My input is for ten minutes but the organisation has decided that
the presentation will be streamed live across Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. Today | was
asked to join a rehearsal. No problem | thought; after all my input in previous presentations
has been fine. Indeed, | have received great feedback.

However three technical personnel decided sadly, my microphone (purchased last week)
was poor guality; my internet was unreliable; the videos and audio | was using, hmm, they
would need to see it in advance to check the quality. And as for me following the
instructions re changing levels of sound, vision etc on my lap top deplorable. And “whao
keeps phoning you? | hope that will not occur on Sunday! And finally have you read the five
pages re technical instructions we sent you? ' — No of course | hadn't.

The result was | wanted to shout at them, instead my husband and | shouted at each other,
he was wandering around with a cable trying to connect it to the internet and my laptop. Of
course, that was impossible as there is no appropriate connection on my mac.

At one point | said that the audio on the video at the beginning was poorer quality because
the interview was taped over thirty years ago. Rather than them commenting on the actual
interview, the reply was “great that makes it sound so authentic’.

The only reason | did not give up is that another speaker who has been asked to present at
the last minute contacted me afterwards to ask about my presentation, so she could ensure
she focussed on a different aspect.

And that was the turning point; my learning is more about the topic than making sure the
visuals are very pretty. | am concerned that learning can get lost in the technology and have
so enjoyed reading other people’s vignettes where the learning is regarded as important,
and the technical parts are merely the vehicle. | was so cheered by reading Jasen Booten's
contribution yesterday where he acknowledged the importance of the ‘community of
learners’ and the ‘human connection’

My learning is strongly associated with these spheres and joining others on this journey of
lifewide learning has been most helpful. We need human connections to make learning

meaningful and the technical components are merely there to help not act as a barrier.

So | will try to represent “the voices’ to the best of my ability this Sunday and pay my
respects to the refugees from the Holocaust who came to settle in Scotland; and if the
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technical part breaks down, so be it. Yesterday | spoke to one of the survivors who was so

thrilled that people wanted to listen to her story and learn about the dangers of intolerance
and that is what is important.
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Synthesis 18, CH

My learning from vignettes - Cathy
Hodgson

| would like to thank Norman Jackson and
the team and how they have helped me
think about generative learning, a term |
have not heard of before but makes so
much sense to me. | now recognise it in
my different domains of work/career,
family, friends and hobbies. Recognising
that almost innate learning as a baby
being taught by our mothers initially, tasks
that as we grow and develop we do
automatically , that come naturally to us.
This is where our confidence and self
esteem comes from as we achieve more
and our learning develops and builds. |
have found being part of this research
project an enriching experience that has
enable me to recognise when this
happening and where its roots lie. From
my vignette about the learning process my

grandson is going through to learning
about life stages and how your identity can
shift and what you learn about your self
and others through this process. This
experience has opened my mind to my
thirst for knowledge and learning
throughout my life and why | take every
opportunity to do this.l have also gained
confidence in my writing and the feedback
| have received from the group has given
me new insights into my life and the
journey | have taken so far. It is so
interesting to read other peoples vignettes
and domains especially the international
perspectives and it is an experience | value
highly and look forward to the research
findings and publication.
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Synthesis 19, EP

Vignette Personal Analyvsis: A bird’s eve view — On Reflection - Mar.7/21.

Home and Garden

LA N
L]

REFLECTIONS
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Leisure
e

When I was a little girl, T observed this home that was also a schoolhouse. evervday on my drive
to school. The owner had a long one room schoolhouse beside her home. From the car, I would
look over for as long as I could see the spot and thought. . wow she 15 so lucky fo just have to
step down from her home and be in her workspace. In the playground of my mind. I toved with
the idea of doing something similar when I grow up. During my professional worklife, working
in faculty development, I have always had a dream of opening a small training centre for
teachers in higher education. Something that would be unigue and fit into the research
framework of best practice for faculty. This week I had an opporfunity to give a pep talk to new
master’s students conung info an education program at the university I attended. It brought
flashbacks of some incidents that helped to jell this final piece of my worklife domamn

My accreditation obtained from Curriculum, Teaching and Learning gave me the stepping stone I
needed to bring together many years of working at colleges and wniversities. It contributed to
make my dream of opening a teacher training centre come to finition. As I look at the sequence
of my Vignettes, I noficed that work, work/life and my garden, seemed to take precedence over
everything else that I could have focused on. The training centre for teachers, for me. brought all
these aspects of mv life together, but I can’t say it was a total surprise.

Before seeling accreditation, I was engaged m faculty development at the college and vniversity
levels and been a professor for over a decade. These posifions included designing curricula,
teaching courses and evaluating courses and programs. The doctoral accredifation has led me
into so many divergent areas of work that I never envisioned. But let’s go back to the how and
why curriculum became the common thread through this worklife tapestry. While working in
some mstitutions, I realized that curriculum design seemed like this elusive phenomenon that
many people worked around fo bring courses and programs together but did not have the
structural or theoretical frameworks needed. I kept wondering if there was a framework, what
would that looked like? Who would draw the blueprint? Who made the curricula decisions? [
did some research on such ideas and found that there are frameworks and structures in place. In
studying Curriculum, flavoured by some courses in Comparative Education afforded new
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horizons fo take shape. Those experniences, life circumstances, great support systems, academic
motivation, and the drive for breaking new ground made mry dream a reality.

Where did the motivation come from? During my dissertation years, [ was laid back and shy —
just attended my classes and went back home and read a lot. One day, at the university, I walked
down a hallway with faculty offices. I noted the names on the doors had been names I saw in my
research and books and articles I was reading. This peeked my curiosity so I made a habit of
stopping on the different floors and just walking down the hallways noting names on office
doors. Once I got over my shyness and had one course under myv belt, I felt confident to join the
weekly meetings and social events that were happening. These social gatherings planted another
seed in tferms of the socialization of learning. I pondered the instifutional climate of higher
education and the notion of existing behind a closed door for many vears of myv career. That was
not appealing for me. I was determuned I had to be something that was different, though at that
fime, I had no 1idea what that might look like. These experiences have been tightly woven mfo
my “lifemap” and perhaps stored away in the subconscious, where work, leisure. gardening,
research, family, friends are blended together to form this fabric that is very unique and vet not
quite unusnal

Beflection: I can’tsay I am surprised fo find this balance as if was a constant effort that resulted
in an incremental accummlation of life wide learning and experiences that now is a seamless
space of life, work, and leisure that I can enjoy in myy twilight vears. What was the most
imnteresting in engaging in this project was getting “a birds eve view™ info many aspects of other
peoples” lives and learning journeys. It was quite fascinating to view creative interpretations and
pivoting of sitmations against spaces of learning that I never imagined before. Therein lies most
of my learning. Now as I look at a situation, a scene, a landscape, a piece of academic work, v
lens will twist and furn in many divergent angles fo observe nmltiple perspectives.

Learning: From reading so many other vignettes I felt exposed to the hallway of mirrors.
While each mirror is a reflection. It is not duplicated but that mirror can be turned m several
directions to showcase perspectives at various angles. The dance through the room of many
mirrors have added to my reflections of my experiences and seen them from a variety of unique
angles I learned I can travel up and down pathways and pause and inspect at leisure. However,
more than anything T learned about myself. is that even though I can go to the highest heights
and view several vistas, the preference is coming back to the place where I started to enjoy the
simplicity and essence of what 1s my life realities.

42



Synthesis 20, CP

Redemption

Domain Travel / another culture
Norman has prompted me to bring my reflections
together this week and to revisit, if needed, my
domains. | will come to that later but first, an
update to my last vignette. You may recall | wrote L LA
about a flock (actually believe it or not it is u‘ ’A -
technically called a ‘murder’) of crows that started
to assemble in front of our sun lounges each
morning, waiting for bread scraps. Well, | made a
serious omission and failed to tell you the whole
story.

In addition to having sun lounges in front of our
bungalow, on our balcony we also have twin chairs
that are joined by a mid-section table. When we
walk on the beach, we pick up nice shells and leave
them on the table to dry out. So far, we have about
a dozen.

Apparently, the shells have not gone unnoticed by
the crows. While | sit inside working on my
research, Christine is down on the banana lounge
knitting jumpers and other items for our
grandchildren. She regularly finds ‘gifts’ on her
lounge or the adjacent one. These ‘gifts’ include
sticks, wrappings, dried fruit skins and, yes, shells.
You see, in my ignorance, | thought crows are just
annoying birds but, quite the contrary, it seems
they are renowned for bringing gifts to people who
feed or pay attention to them. | am not a bird lover
as such but the ornithophiles among you will, | am
sure, be able to enlighten me more about their
relative intelligence.

What is my point and my reflection? Well, the day
after | sent my last vignette announcing that
Christine and | were going to cut back on our
distributions to the birds, guess what | found at the
back of my sun lounge when | went down to have a
rest with Christine. Sure enough, a shell was
awaiting me.

Norman, are there by chance any members of our
Linkedin group with the last name of ‘Crow’ or
‘Crowe’. Just maybe they forwarded my post to
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their relatives and in a bid to secure continuation of their food supply, they hit me where it hurts most; in
my conscience.

Anyway, | am now left with the monumentous {even though apparently it is not an official word) decision
of whether to keep feeding the crows or not. Is the gift of a shell sufficient for their redemption? All the
ornithologists out there, | need your advice.

)

~

From a lifewide learning perspective, what have these crows taught me? How often, have |
underestimated other people? How often have | formed an opinion based on my ignorance and not
bothered to do my research more thoroughly? Inside everyone there is a gem that is waiting to be
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Synthesis 21, MS
Title: Legacy
2 Domain: Lifewide

3 MNarrative: | know that I'm not a very visual person. s | set about creating a domain map, beyond
a simple list, | felt daunted by the imaginative and clever illustrations, diagrams, photos etc. that
contributors had submitted to the group. My domains are represented in the shape of a diagram/pie
chart, channeling a “‘Wheel of Life’.

LOCKDOWN DOMAINS MAP

Wheel of life

Ework OCPD @ Travel @ Hobbies EHomeE Garden @ Relationships @ Other o0

Work - Paid job; furlough; volunteering; finding purpose

CPD — slow fashion, sustainability, transparency; this programme; CPD courses for volunteering;
mental health awareness

Trawel - sci-fi; holiday memaories, sustainable travel

Relationships - First time grandmother, and in a time of pandemic; family rituals; remaking
friendships; who is impartant in my life?

Home& Garden - Move again?; split-living in 2 locations; sustainable living; planting for wildlife
Hobbies - Coffee; reading, audio books and podcasts; revisiting making and mending; climate
activism; new activities prompted by Lockdown

Other - Exercise challenge; yoga from home

Iy diagram presents a snapshot at this particular time of Lockdown, showing the distribution of
time and attention across the various domains for my lifewide learning. | think these might be
different in a time when activity is less constrained.

| used a colour palette for the whole piefwheel, to try to reflect common themes between
segments, evident to me as | created the vignettes. Perhaps the lines between the segments could
be shown as more permeable, since the domains are not as discrete or as precise as the diagram
appears to show. |

shiould now trace my assessment of which areas are currently flourishing, and consider which might
need some attention, as in a Wheel of Life exercise.

4 Reflections:

| feel that have we reached the stage of synthesis and insights very guickly, and just as | was getting
into the swing of regularly reflecting on my learning across different domains. | was pleased that |
was giving myself time and reason to think about my learning. Given this pleasure, | wonder that
“learning as a way of life” is an approach that has to be adopted (great idea Paul Thomas). What
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happens so that | do not register my learning as it is happening. | wonder if having the purpose of
the Learning Lives exercise was the significant additional ingredient?

As Peter Hartley suggests, our younger selves might not have imagined the way we are now living.
My first grandchild was born during the initial weeks of Lockdown. This new role of grandparent,
coupled with the so unusual circumstances we are living in, made me consider my legacy. | wish, and
feel a responsibility, to convey some thoughts and experiences 1o a next generation, as a first-hand
account. | am struck by the thought that "the past is a foreign country: they do things differently
there™ (PL Hartley in “The Go-Between”). | wonder if my grandchildren will marvel at the way we
once lived and what one of their forebears thought about. | realise that my accounts of my learning
at this time in history are a part of my legacy, and another reason to write.
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Synthesis 22, NS

Creative Practice

e N
i{ ’ #
Relationships

Adventures

Garden

V5 Domains reflection

| struggled to find the right words for reflection this week. But think | found an image that works: domains to me
have no clear boundaries, however moving through the various domains the focus shifts stronger towards one or

the other.

Also there are two different themes particularly dominant in all domains creativity and my love for learning
(teaching is just another way to learn, research is a way to learn etc ...)

That’s as far as | have gotten this week and very late.
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Synthesis 23, VP
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Vignette 4

Student Domain
Mixed Methods again...

Having settled myself a little on what research methods | would like to use for my next
project (Multi-methods, not Mixed-methods at all...face-palm emoji...] | attended the last of
3 study sessions online. There is nobody from my EdD cohort within this group and despite 2
previous sessions together, the group remained a little ‘cold’. The course leader posed a
question to the group..silence. The course leader asked for feedback.. silence. Breakout
rooms...silence. At every point | had heaps of questions, tones of ideas and plenty of
comments on the wonderful projects that were being presented. But | held back from
jumping in. | spoke up once or twice and put a few messages in the chat, but that was it.

Reflection

| found these silences within the group session incredibly awkward. | felt embarrassed for
the session leader. | was desperate for somebody to ask to a question. | was trying so hard
not to dominate the discussion fearing that my contributions would suffocate the
discussion. | wanted to encourage others to ask guestions, so | made some comments to get
the ball rolling, but really didn’t feal comfortable taking on that role...I'm the student. How
would the course leader feel? It was a bit easier in the breakout rooms as there were only 3
of us but there | still had to prompt for ideas and direct questions at individuals in order to
get them involved.

| am still perplexed as to how | should/could handle situations like this. | am a fee-paying
student 5o | should make the most of what is on offer to me! Ask the questions! Comment
and critique! Engage and explore! But | can’t settle with the argument that | should ‘get my
money’s worth.” In my work life | am so used to being the leader/enabler, that it is hard to
take on the student role sometimes. | think many of the students in these study session
groups are considerably younger than me and less experienced so | can see that they lack
the confidence to join in. But what method should | use to learn here then?

| have written before about my fascination with Role Theory and how we adapt to contexts.
| have never guite squared up to suggestions to ‘just be yourself’ as | think there are several
versions of myself. | have core values but even these look different in various contexts.
Honesty with my 16yr old son is different to the honesty | share with my mum.

| happened to speak with some peers this week who asked me what personality type | was
according to Myres-Briges in response to my descriptions of these study sessions. | did a free
online test thing and I'm ‘EMNF] Protagonist’ apparently. The description helped a little as |
continued to ponder the student/teacher/enabler dilemma particularly around notions of
altruism and a tendency to be too sensitive.

In a second exploration of my reflections around this issue, | stumbled across this
description of Cohort Based Courses. (The Future of Education is Community: The Rise of
Cohort-Based Courses - Forte Labs). This confirmed my view that in order to get the most
out of group sessions, there needs to be attention paid to enabling the group to ‘gel’
particularly with respect to being willing reveal vulnerabilities. | think this is what is missing
from the study sessions that my Uni has created in response to stopping face-to-face
teaching. My EdD cohort is a beautiful space now. We cry, laugh, scream, reveal and uncover
together - hugely fuelled by 3 double days of face-to-face leamning together BC.

Things brings me to the LWL group we have before us here.... sharing insights and reflections
together in a safe space 5o ably fadlitated through a compassionate and professional culture
has been a joy to me over the last few weeks. Thank you all for sharing.

49

i s N f
,,,-H-.-r e g




50



